Article 1

The Buried City


Every year thousands of tourists visit Pompeii, Italy. They see the sights that Pompeii is famous for – its stadiums and theaters, its shops and restaurants. The tourists do not see Pompeii’s people because Pompeii has no people. No one has lived in Pompeii for almost 2,000 years.


Once Pompeii was a busy city of 22,000 people. It lay at the foot of Mount Vesuvius, a grass-covered volcano. The people of Pompeii felt safe, but they were not. In August of the year 79, Mount Vesuvius erupted. The entire top of the mountain exploded. Stones, hot ash, and poisonous gas began to fall on Pompeii. Pompeii was buried under 20 feet of stones and ash, and almost all of its people were dead. 


In 1861, an Italian archaeologist uncovered Pompeii, and he found the city looked almost the same as it had looked in the year 79. These everyday objects tell us a great deal about the people and the way the people who lived in Pompeii. One-fourth of Pompeii has not been uncovered yet. Archaeologists are still digging and making discoveries.   
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Article 2

Typhoon Patrina


Typhoon Patrina struck the coast of Southern China at 7:13 last night. The devastating typhoon brought heavy rains and strong winds, uprooted trees, and left debris scattered on the streets. Power was cut to millions of homes due to the typhoon. 


Two pedestrians got hit by a giant billboard while they were walking past the corner of Central Road and Third Street. Luckily, they were only slightly injured. However, ten climbers were killed in a mudslide. 


It is estimated that 300-400 tons of crops were washed away by the rains the typhoon brought. Typhoon Patrina is expected to leave around 7:53 this evening. However, residents in low-lying areas should be cautious about the threat of flooding. 
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Article 3

The Plain People


The Amish are often called “the plain people” because they live and dress very simply. Their homes have no carpets, no pictures, no comfortable furniture, and the men wear dark pants with white or blue shirts, and the women wear long dresses in dark colors without makeup or jewelry. Amish homes have no electric lights, TVs, kitchen appliances like refrigerators, and telephones. The Amish have a saying:”The old way is the best way.”


All Amish, no matter where they live, have similar beliefs. They believe that life in the countryside is best, and they don’t want to be rich. Amish men will not fight in wars or serve in the army. The Amish will not buy insurance of any kind. When there is trouble, they help one another. 


Every year thousands of tourists are curious about the lives of Amish and visit the part of Pennsylvania where most Amish live. They take pictures of the black buggies and the plain white houses, and watch Amish work. Most Amish are unhappy about the tourists, but they tolerate them. The Amish understand that the tourists want to experience the quieter, simpler Amish way of life.  

Article extracted from Even More True Stories An Intermediate R
